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Verily my Sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a ſign 5 tween 
me and you throughout your generations; that ye may know 
that I am the Lox p, that doth ſanctify you. | 1 
It is a ſign between me and the children of Iſrael for ever: 
for in fix days the Lon p made heaven and. earth, and on. 
the ſeventh day he * and was refreſhed. 
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ISAIAH tvin. 13, 14. 


If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from 
doing thy pleaſure on my holy day; and call the 
Sabbath, a Delight ; the holy of the Lok ov, 
Honourable ; and ſhalt honour him, not doing thine 
own ways, nor finding thine own pleaſure, nor 
ſpeaking thine own words ; 


Then Halt thou delight thyſelf in the Lond ; and J 
will cauſe thee to ride upon the high places of the 
earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy 
father: for the mouth of the Lozp bath ſpoken it. 


N this Chapter we find the Prophet 7/aiab 

coming with a commiſſion from the moſt high 
Gop, in his name, and upon his authority, to 
his profeſſing people, the children of 7/-ae/, to 
reprove them for their tranſgreſſions and fins, 
The expreſs charge he had received runs thus — 
„ Cry aloud, ſpare not, lift up thy voice like a 
& trumpet, and ſhew my people their tranſgreſ- 
% ſions, and the houſe of Jacob their ſins,” 
& Cry aloud,” like a perſon ſuitably affected 
with the vaſt importance of the buſinefs upon 
which I ſend thee ; animated with becoming zeal 
for the divine glory; convinced of the great evil 
of fin; and aware of the unſpeakable danger to 
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which it expoſes thoſe, who are under its domi- 
nion and power. Spare not,” do not conceal, 


diſguiſe, or ſoften the truth; neither ſpare the 


ſins nor fear the faces of any, leſt I confound 
thee before them ; but with all boldneſs and mi- 


niſterial fidelity ſhew my people their tranſgreſ- 


ſions, ſet them in order before them with all 
their peculiar and aggravating circumſtances. 
So that though the Lord ſees no fin in his peo- 
ple for which he will condemn them, yet if they 
forſake his laws and walk not in his ſtatutes, he 
will viſit their offences with a rod, and their ſins 
with ſcourges. For * whom the Loxp loveth, 
ehe chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every ſon whom 
* he receiveth.“ 38 
But though the Prophet was thus commiſſioned 
to addreſs the people of Gop and the houſe of 
Jacob, he was alſo enjoined to acknowledge the 
external appearances of much piety and goodneſs 
in them. * Yet they ſeek me daily,” ſaith the 
Load, in their regular, conſtant, unwearied at- 
tendance upon divine worſhip; they approach 
my courts, they come up to my temple, they go 
to mine altar, and they ſit before me as my peo- 
ple. As far as human judgment can diſcover, 


They delight to know my ways,“ their deſign 


in ſeeking me ſeems to be that they may know 
me and my will, and become acquainted with 
the way to heaven, to happineſs, and peace; they 
receive the word with joy, they hear it gladly, 
it is unto them as a very lovely ſong ; one ſhould 


be apt to think, that they were indeed a nation 


who 
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who did righteouſneſs, and forſook not the ordi- 
nance of Gop ; for they aſk of him the ordi-- 
nances of juſtice, they delight in approaching to 
Gop in his appointed means of grace. Awful |, 
and alarming conſideration ! ſo far as it is poſſi- 
ble for people to proceed in the ways of religion, 
and yet fall ſhort of its truth, its ſpirit, its power; 
having the external form of godlineſs, while they 
are deſtitute of the inward reality of it; pleaſed 
wich the ordinances, by which they are never 
profited; and charmed with the ways which leave 
them nevertheleſs in the dreadful paths of wretch- 

edneſs and fin, Judge therefore yourſelves, bre- 
thren, that ye be not judged of the Logp. Re- 
member, he is not a Jew who is one out- 
% wardly, neither is that circumciſion which is 
« outward in the fleſh; but he is a Jew, who is 
< one inwardly, and circumciſion is that of the 

„ heart, whoſe praiſe is not of men, but of 
„Go.“ O that we may every one of us give j 
all diligence to be found of the true circumciſion, 
who worſhip Gop in the Spirit, rejoice in Cuxisr 
Ixsus, and have no confidence in the fleſh. 
For, if you obſerve, in the following verſe, the 
great indictment that is lodged againſt the pro- 
teſſing people of Gop, was the hypocriſy of their 
hearts in their religious performances, the ſelf- 
righteous ſpirit, and the baſe principle by which | 
they were actuated in them: which operated in | | 
ſo powerful a manner, that they even pre- '1 
ſumed to challenge Goo for not paying that at- 
tention to them, which their pride led them to 
43 think 


„ 
think they deſerved. Wherefore have we 
* faſted, ſay they, and thou ſeeſt not? where- 
« fore have we afflicted our ſoul, and thou takeſt 
& no knowledge?” What, are we to take all theſe 


pains, and not to be regarded? are we to pay 


thee theſe ſervices, and not to be particularly 
noticed for them, but to be paſſed by, as if we 
had done nothing at all? Is our goodneſs no- 
thing to thee, and are our devouteſt exerciſes to 
be ſo little accounted of ?—O the ignorance, the 
pride, the inſolence of fallen man! Impious 
wretch | + What haſt thou that thou haſt not re- 
<« ceived? Where is boaſting then? it is utterly 
« excluded. Who hath firſt given to Gop, and 
„ji ſhall be recompenced to him again? for of 
« Him, and through Him, and to Him are all 
« things. Look unto the heavens, and fee, and 
„ behold the clouds which are higher than thou. 
If thou ſinneſt, what doeſt thou againſt Him ? 
or if thy tranſgreſſions be multiplied, what 
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„ of thine hand? Thy wickedneſs may hurt a 
„% man as thou art, and thy righteouſneſs may 
« profit the ſon of man.” But, Can a man 
<« be profitable unto God, as he that is wiſe may 
ebe profitable to himſelf? Is it any pleaſure to 
<« the Almighty that thou art righteous ? or is it 
« gain to Him, that thou makeſt thy ways per- 
„ feet? Will he reprove thee for fear of thee ? 
will he enter into judgment with thee ? Talk 
* no more ſo exceeding proudly, let not arro- 


: * gancy 


* 
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doeſt thou unto Him? If thou be righteous, 
what giveſt thou to Him? or what receiveth he 
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« gancy come out of your mouth: for the 
„ LoRD is a Gop of knowledge, and by him 
«« actions are weighed “.“ 

It pleaſed Gop however, in great forbearance 
and condeſcenſion, to reply by his Prophet to this 
impious appeal, which his people preſumed to 
make to him. © Behold,” ſays he, in the day 
« of your faſt you find pleaſure,” Sc. ver. 3—8. 
your religious performances have every thing that 
is directly oppoſite to the true nature and ſpirit 
of piety; the principle from which they ori- 
ginate is baſe; the manner in which they are 
conducted is ſuperſtitious, diſguſting, and hypo- 
critical; and the end at which they aim is alto- 
gether ſelfiſh and corrupt: inſtead of promoting 
humility, they nouriſh your pride and conceit ; 
inſtead of producing a ſpirit of meekneſs, they 
excite and increaſe animoſity and ſtrife; inſtead of 
making you more amiable, benevolent, and kind, 
they have every contrary effect; and, is this the 
religion that God requires of his creatures? Will 
ye call theſe acceptable ſervices to me? I re- 
nounce them all. Bring no more ſuch vain ob- 
lations. Incenſe, like this, is an abomination ta 
me. But go ye, and learn what that meaneth, 
„I will have mercy, and not ſacrifice.” Go ye, 
and looſe the bands of wickedneſs; undo the 
heavy burdens; make the oppreſſed go free; deal 
thy bread to the hungry; cover the naked when 
thou ſeeſt him, and bring the poor that are caſt 
out to thine houſe. For what doth the Loxp 
A 4 « thy 


Job xxxv. 5, Chap. &&il, 2. 1 Sam. ii. g. | 


CP 

* thy Gop require of thee, but to do juſtly, to 

* love mercy, and walk humbly with thy Gop.” 
« Then ſhalt thou call, and the Lonxp ſhall an- 
„ {wer; then ſhalt thou cry, and he ſhall ſay, 
« Here am I : then ſhall thy light riſe in obſcu- 
« rity, it ſhall break forth as the morning, and 
the Lorp himſelf ſhall guide thee continually. 
If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, 
« from doing thy pleaſure on my holy day, and 
call the Sabbath a Delight ; the holy of the 
« Lob, honourable; and ſhalt honour him, not 
% doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own 
« pleaſure, nor ſpeaking thine own words: then 
„ ſhalt thou delight thyſelf in the Lok p, and he 
vill cauſe thee to ride upon the high places of 
e the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of 
<« Jacob thy father; for the mouth of the Lox o 
<« hath ſpoken it.“ 

Having thus introduced the words of the Text, 
in order to accommodate them to our preſent 
purpoſe, we ſhall conſider them as written for the 
inſtruction of Gop's people in every age; and 
ſhall take occaſion to ſhew _ 


La 


— 


I. In what manner the ſacred writings in gene- 
ral, and this paſſage in particular, lead us 
to think the holy Day of the Loxo ought 
to be regarded. 

II. The obligations we are under o to re- fo 

gard it, 
III. The ineſtimable benefit reſulting from C 
ſuch a pious attention to it. 
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While I am ſpeaking upon each of theſe parti- 
culars, may the divine Oracles be my guide; may 
1 be enabled to preach with the holy Ghoſt ſent 
down from above; and may the words of truth 
and ſoberneſs, which we hope to deliver, be ac- 
companied with the demonſtration of the Spirit 
and with the power of Gop. Though Paul ſhould 
plant, and Apollos water, Gop mult give the in- 
creaſe, 


Firſt then, We are to enquire and ſhew from 
the Word of Gop, in what way and manner the 
Lorv's holy Day ought to be particularly regarded 
by us. 

The Day here ſpoken of is called the Sabbath, 
which is an Hebrew word, ſignifying ref, or 
ceſſation: from certain works. So we find, that 
on the ſeventh day, which is called in ſcripture 
the Sabbath, Gop did reſt from all his works. 
And that this is a Day, which, more than any 
other, demands our peculiar attention and pious 
regard, numerous paſſages of the Word of Gop 
might be produced to teſtify and confirm. We 
ſhall however paſs by them at preſent, and confine 
our view entirely to the ſeveral particulars pointed 
out to us in the words of the Text, which of 
themſelves may be fully ſufficient to ſhew us in 
what manner it ought to be regarded by them, 
who profeſs to worſhip Gop in ſpirit and in truth: 
for ſuch the Father ſceketh to worſhip him, as 
appears from the whole tenor and ſpirit of the 


Chapter before us, , 
820 4 If 
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* Tf thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath”? 
! that is, as ſome think, from trampling upon it, ; 
from treating it with neglect, indifference and 


contempt; as impious and atheiſtical, daring and 
notorious ſinners, who regard neither Gop nor 
themſclves, are too apt to do. Or, according to 
others, from travelling on that Day, which ſeems 
to have been expreſsly forbidden in the fourth 
Commandment, and was ſo underſtood by thoſe 
to whom it was given from the beginning. So 
| that the Sabbath is to be obſerved with ſome re- 
| ligious difference from other days, otherwiſe it is 
evidently profaned. For to profane a thing is 
expounded in the ſacred writings by not putting 
i a difference between it and another thing; as we 
learn from Ezekiel xxii. 26. where the Prophet is 
commanded to reprove the prieſts, not only as 
deceivers and devourers of ſouls, by promiſing 
impunity and proſperity to thoſe who were vile 
and contemptible in the fight of Gop, by flatter- 
ing ſinners with a falſe peace and vain hope, cry- 
ing peace, peace, when there was no peace; but 
alſo, for profaning Gop's holy things, in that 5 
* they put no difference between the holy and 1 
« profane,” between times, and places, and things n 
holy and common ; but lived at large themſelves, t 
and encouraged others by their example to do ſo p 
too: © they have hid their eyes from my Sab- 6 
« baths, faith. the Logp ;** they paid no particu- 
lar and conſcicatious attention to them; they 
neither encouraged thoſe who obſerved them, i 
nor warned ſuch as deſpiſed them: © and I am 
| « profaned 
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ti profaned among them;” my authority is ſlight- 
ed, my commands diſobeyed, and my" holineſs 
affronted by them. 

That this is what we are to underſtand by pro- 
faning any time, place, or thing, will appear ſtill | 
more evident, if we advert to two remarkable paſ- | 
ſages to this effect in the ſcriptures of the New | 
Teſtament. In 1 Cor.xi.22. we find theapoſtle Paul | 
reproving the profeſſed diſciples of CHRIS in the | 
Church of Corinth for their unworthy reception of 'N 
the Lord's Supper; which unworthineſs chieflycon- 
ſiſted in their treating it with ſuch familiarity, at- 
tending it with ſuch a trifling ſpirit, and receiving 
it in ſuch an improper manner: mak ing uo differ- 
ence, in point of ſeriouſneſs and ſolemnity, between 
it and any other feaſt, ** What, ſays he, have ye 
not houſes to eat and to drink in? or defpiſe ye 
« the church of Gop, and fhame them that have 
„not? What ſhall I ſay to you ? Shall J praiſe 
« you in this? I praiſe you not, Wherefore, 
* whoſoever ſhall eat this bread, and drink this 
cup of the Lord unworthily, ſhall be guilty 
of the body. and blood of the Lox d. Bur let 
« a man Examine himſelf,” that is, with ſeriouſ- 
neſs and ſolemnity, concerning the deſign of 
this ordinance, the nature of his faith and re- 
pentance, and the ſtate of his heart; < and fo let 
him eat of that bread and drink of that cup.” 

To. the ſame purport is that ſtriking appeal 
which the author of the epiſtle to the Hebrews 
makes, when he is cautioning thoſe to whom ir 
1s particularly addreſſed againſt the moſt fatal 
fin of apoſtacy, For if we fin wilfully after 
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ce we have received the knowledge of the truths 
<« there remaineth no more ſacrifice for fins, but 
« a certain fearful looking for of judgment and 
<« fiery indignation which ſhall devour the ad- 
« yerſaries. He that deſpiſed Mz/es's law died 
« without mercy, under two or three witneſſes; 
« of how much ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, 
<« ſhall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden 
« under foot the ſon of Gor, and hath counted 
cc the blood of the covenant wherewith he, that 
<« is, CHRIST, was ſanctified, an unholy thing?“ 
a common thing, as the original Greek word ſig- 
nifies * ? Common, as oppoſed to any thing that 


is dedicated or conſecrated to Gop ; and there- 


fore it is uſed for profane and unboly. So that 
to treat any thing as common which 1s ſacred to 
Gov, not to put a difference between it and 
other things, is to profane it ; whether it be the 
blood of the covenant, the temple of the living 
Gon, or the ſabbath of the Lord; which is 
therefore not to be uſed as other days are, but 
in a very different manner, and to be conſecrated 


to a particular ſervice and purpoſe, 


Not doing thine own pleaſure on my holy 
« day.” The natural pleaſure of every fallen 
creature is to do his own will and to ſeek him- 
felf, his own ends, care, profit, and honour, in 
all he thinks, and ſays, and does. This is the 
very eſſence of fin, a retiring from Gop into ſelf, 
and herein lies the very emphaſis of its miſery 


and guilt, Every man's ſelf by nature is the 


great idol at whoſe ſhrine he bows, to which he 
® Kowls, communis, pollutus. Aci xi. 8, Rom. xiv. 14. 
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is always paying ſupreme homage and reſpect,” 
and continually ſaying, © Thou art my god.” 
Hence it is, that to the negle& and contempt of 
the will and glory of the moſt high Gov, in 
avowed defiance of his authority, and at the peril 
of eternal damnation, unleſs almighty grace pre- 
vent, he is ever, and in every thing, ſeeking to 
pleaſe himſelf: his whole time and all his talents 
are entirely devoted to the ſervice of gratifying 
either the luſts of the fleſh, the luſts of the eye, 
or the pride of life ; the natural or the ſpiritual 
pride of his heart. And rather than forego ei- 
ther of theſe, and deny himſelf, he will even rob 
Gop of that which is his moſt righteous due. 
He will commit ſacrilege, and proſtitute that 
ſacred day, which his Creator and Loxp has call- 
ed emphatically his day, the day, which, by his 
ſovereign right and authority, he has ſet apart 
for hamſelf, for his own pleaſure and glory; to 
the baſe and ungrateful purpoſes of ſinful plea- 
ſure, profit, and” gain. Whereas, - the expreſs 
command of heaven is, that we not only abſtain 
from what is lawful in itſelf on other days, and 
from what is evil every day, but from doing our 
own pleaſure, that we may take the will and plea- 
ſure of Gop for our rule and guide. 

It muſt therefore be very evident to a ſerious 
and conſiderate mind, that ſcenes of amuſement 
and vanity of every ſort, and all idle viſits and 
diſſipating walks into the fields, as well as the 
more polite and faſhionable modes of affronting 
the moſt High, and every other thing that tends 
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to deſtroy the ſacred deſign of this day, ought 10 
be avoided ; excepting when neceſſity, charity, 
or duty require a different conduct. 

We have a very ſtriking illuſtration and con- 
firmation of the propriety of this remark, in the 
zealous example of Nehemiah, as it is left upon re- 
cord in Neb. xm. An example, which it is to be 
feared will riſe up in judgment at thegreat day, and 
condemn too many, who now wear the prieſtly 
robe and bear the ſword of civil magiſtracy in vain 


but who muſt then give an account of themſelves 
and of their ſtewardſhip to Gop. In thoſe days, 


that is, after the return of the Jews from the 


« Babylonifſh captivity, ſays the faithful governor 
and magiſtrate, ſaw I in Judah ſome treading 
« wine-preſſes on the Sabbath, and bringing 
« in ſheaves, and lading afles ; as alſo wine, 
grapes, and figs, and all manner of burdens, 


Which they brought into Jeraſalem on the Sab- 


< bath-day: and I teſtified againſt them in the day 
« whercin'they fold victuals. There dwelt men of 
« Tyre alſo therein, which brought fiſh, and all 
« manner of ware, and fold on the Sabbath to 
the children of 7adeh, and in Jeriſalem. Then 
J contended with the nobles of Judab, and 
« ſaid unto them, What evil thing is this that 
<« ye do, and profane the Sabbath-day ? Did not 
« your fathers thus, and did not our GOD b 1g 


all this evil upon us, and upon this city? yet 


« ye bring more wrath upon J/rael by profaning 
« the Sabbath. And it came to paſs, that when 


the gates of Feruſalem began to be dark be- 
fore 
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0 fore the Sabbath, I commanded that the gates 
« ſhould be ſhut, and charged that they ſhould 
« not be opened till after the ſabbath : and ſome 
« of my ſervants ſet I at the gates, that there 
« ſhould be no burden brought on the Sab- 
« bath-day. So the merchants, and ſellers of 
« all kinds of ware lodged without Jeruſalem 
once or twice. Then I teſtified againſt them, 
« and ſaid unto them, Why lodge ye about the 
« wall? if ye do ſo again, I will lay hands on 
„ you, From that time forth came they no 
« more on the ſabbath. And I commanded the 
« Levites that they ſhould cleanſe themſelves, 
« and that they ſhould come and keep the gates, 
* to ſanctify the Sabbath-day. Remember me, 
« O my Gov, concerning this alſo, and pe me 
according to the greatneſs of thy mercy.” 


I have been the more particular in reciting 
this paſſage at large, in order that the civil ma- 
giſtrate may learn an eſſential part of his office; 
which, to the diſgrace and injury of this nation, 
ſeems at preſent fo ſhamefully neglected, not. to 
fay totally diſregarded. O for more ſuch faith- 
ful and honourable characters as this! Such 
Nehemiahs, who, like men of truth, hating. co- 
vetouſneſs, and animated with zeal for the di- 
vine glory and the beſt intereſts of mankind, 
woald dare boldly to ſearch out and remon- 
' frate againſt the contempt and abuſe of Gop's 
holy Day; be jealous for the honour of that 
God, under whom they ought to act; teſtify 
againſt thoſe who profane it, whether high or 


low, 


* 
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low, rich or poor, noble or ignoble, without” 
ſhewing any reſpect to perſons ; attempt at leaſt 
a reformation ;' and ſo prove themſelves to be 
li a terror to evil-doers, as well as the firm de- 
| fenders of their country, its religion, and laws. 
| But again—** It thou ſhalt call the Sabbath 
« a Delight.” It is therefore ſo to be regarded, 
* not as a drudgery, bondage, or ſlavery, but as 
a delight and privilege; not as a duty and taſk; 
ſo much as a thing greatly to be deſired and 
longed for; the joy and rejoicing of our hearts, 
and its ſervices a perfect freedom. It is men- 
tioned as one of the moſt offenſive crimes of 
the people of Jrael, that the religious obſerva- 
tion of this holy day was a burden to them : they 
did pay ſome outward attention to it; they kept 
up the form of it; they made ſome difference 
between it and other days; but it was irkſome to 
them; it was a ſort of penance which they im- 
poſed upon themſelves ; they had no delight in 
it, for their hearts and affections were wholly ſet 
upon the world, and the things of it. There- 
fore they ſaid, © When will the Sabbath be gone, 
that we may fell corn, and ſet forth wheat.” 
They were weary of the work and buſineſs of 
the Lokp's Day; they were ſick of religious ſer- 
vices, and inordinately attached to their temporal 
concerns ; preferring the ſale of their goods ta 
the worſhip of Gop. Therefore it ſhall come 
eto paſs, ſaith the LoxD Gop, that I will turn 
e your feaſts into mourning, and all your ſongs 
« jnto lamentation, and 1 will ſend a famine 


“into 


. ————·—·— u — . CS CIS 


T a K CCC ITT ECT OCT de abt 
. < I WE * —_——— G 
* 


— — — 
- — — — 
* 


1 

« into the land, not a famine of bread nor a 
« thirſt for water, but of hearing the words of 
« life. And they ſhall wander from fea to ſea, 
«* and from the north even to the caſt, they 
«. ſhall run to and fro to ſeck the word of the 
« Log, and ſhall not find it.” As they pre- 
ferred the things of time and ſenſe, to the bread 
of life and the fountain of living waters, they 
ſhall periſh in their folly, and be left entirely 
without them, Amos viii. We are therefore to 
think of this bleſſed Day, to ſpeak of ir, and 
to obſerve it with delight, as a matter of choice 
and affection: becauſe it is 

The holy of the Lon b.“ Nothing is holy, 
but what the Loro makes holy. Places, times, 
and perſons are holy, as the Log is pleaſed to 
ſanctify them, to ſet them apart, and to ſeparate 


them for and to himſelf. So there was the holy 
place, and the holy of holies in the Jewiſh ſanc- 


tuary or tabernacle, becauſe particularly conſe- 
crated or devoted to ſuch and ſuch purpoſes by 
the Lok D. So likewiſe all the furniture of theſe 
places was called holy, for the ſame reaſon ; be- 
cauſe ſeparated from common uſe for the ſer- 
vice of the ſanctuary. There are alſo holy peo- 
ple ſpoken of; not becauſe they are more holy 
in and of themſelves, than others; but becauſe 
the Loxo hath ſanctified them, or ſet them apart 
from the reſt of the world to be a peculiar peo- 
ple unto himſelf, And there are holy times, be- 
cauſe appointed and conſecrated by an holy Gov 
for his own great, and wiſe, and oracious deſigns. 

Among 
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Among which we are commanded to reckon that 
portion of time which is here denominated, < the 
« holy of the Loa p;“ ſet apart eſpecially by 
him, and to be devoted to him, to his ſervice, 
purpoſes, and honour ; and, as ſuch, to be ac- 
counted 

« Honourable.” [It is indeed perfectly agree- 
able to our owa natural conception of things, 
that we ſhould honour ſuch, as have received 
honour from thoſe, who have an undoubted riglit 
to confer it, Honour, to whom honour 1s due, 
is a law of nature and reaſon, as well as of reli- 
gion. If fo, how ought we to honour thoſe whom 
the glorious Gop is pleaſed to honour! For 


this reaſon we honour our adorable Lok p and Sa- 


viour; becauſe it is the will of Gop that all men 
ſhould honour the Son even as they honour the 


Father; and he hath put unſpeakable honour 


upon him as the one Mediator between Gop- 
and man; by giving him a name which is above 
every name; by putting all things under his 
feet; by inveſting him with all power and au- 
thority in heaven and earth ; and by crowning 
him with glory and honour now that he is ſet 
gown at the right hand of the Majeſty on high. 
For this reaſon, we honour THE BIBLE, the 
ſacred volume of infallible truth and divine inſpi- 
ration: becauſe it diſcovers to us in a peculiar 
manner the nature, perfections, and glory of 
Gop: it is the rovelation of his own mind and: 
will to his creatures: it points out to them the 
way from the city of deſtruction to the new Je- 


ruſalem,, 
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ruſalem, the city of the living Gop; the way to 
heaven, to happineſs and peace: it proclaims 
the glad tidings of ſalvation to a periſhing world, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
rection and for inſtruction in righteouſneſs, that 
the man of Gop may be perfect, thoroughly fur- 
niſhed unto every good work. The Bible is 
THE WORD OF GOD. He hath put infinite 
honour upon it; therefore we are bound to ho- 
hour it. For the very ſame reaſon, we honour 
the miniſters of that word : not becauſe they are 
more honourable in themſelves than others; but 
the commiſſion with which they are ſent is from 
Gop : they are ambaſſadors for CHRIST they 
are the ſervants of the moſt high Gob, who are 
appointed to ſhew unto us the way of ſalvation ; 
and it hath pleaſed the Lorp to put ſuch honour 
upon them. It hath pleaſed him alſo in a very 
peculiar and eminent manner to diſtinguiſh his 
holy Day; we ſhould therefore account it ho- 
nourable for his ſake; and the ſervices in which 
we are to be employed on that day, honourable ; 
and delight to honour him in it, by our affec- 
tionate and conſcientious regard to it, as inſti- 
tuted by him and dedicated to him. We are 
« to count the Sabbath honourable, ſays one, 
e becauſe God hath honoured it. All the Per- 
« ſons in the Trinity have honoured it; Gon 
« the Father bleſſed it, Gop the Son roſe upon 
+ it, Gop the holy Ghoſt deſcended on this Day, 
„ Afs ii. 1. It is a Day of renown, and to be 
* had in high veneration ; becauſe on this Day 
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« a golden ſcepter of mercy is held forth: its 
« the very dawn of the heavenly Sabbath. The 


« work that is done on this Day makes it ho- 


„ nourable. The ſoul is employed wholly about 
« the werthip of Gop; it is doing angels work, 
r praiſing and bleſſing his glorious name.“ There- 
fore thou ſhalt call the Sabbath a. Delight, the 
holy of the Lon p, honourable— 

„ Not doing thine own ways, nor finding 


„ thine own pleaſure, nor. ſpeaking thine - own 


« words.” That is, not following our ordinary 
callings and ſervile works; nor gratifying our 
corrupt paſſions, inclinations, and deſires ; nor 
indulging vain, trifling, and unprofitable diſ- 


courſe ; but deyoting ourſelves, ſpirit, ſoul, and 


body, time, tongue, and talents in this holy Day, 
to the glory of an holy God, in the delightful, 
honourable exerciſe of holy things. Proceed we 
now to conſider. 


Secondly, What obligations we lie 1 thus 
to regard the Day of the Loxp. 


And here, though we will not undertake to 
prove the philoſophical morality of this duty, as 


if it aroſe from what is called the nature and fit- 
neſs of things, antecedent to its being revealed 


as a poſitive law of Gop yet we hope to make 
it appear from a variety of circumſtances, to be 


a precept which carries with it all the force of 


moral obligation: Nor ſhall we ſcruple to ſay, 


that we are bound to pay a very particular and 


conſcientious regard to it, as moral creatures; 


whom - Gop hath formed with a moral nature, 


and therefore capable of knowing, loving, and. 
adoring. 
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edoring'the great Lord of all things. So that 
our very nature obliges us to adore and worſhip 
him, in every poſſible way and manner; and his 
goodneſs, to love and obey him in the moſt perfect 
degree. The will of God, however it can be known, 
ought to be conſidered as the ſtanding rule of all 
our conduct, and entire conformity to it our 
delight and duty. By ſome indeed it has been 
and is ſtill queſtioned, whether or no the par- 
ticular and conſcientious regard of the Lozy's 
Day reſpects us as moral creatures; whether it is 
a precept of moral obligation; whether it is not 
altogether ceremonial and typical, and to be 
confined to the Jewiſh diſpenſation. In reply 
to this, and in order to demonſtrate the moral 
obligation of this duty, the following conſide- 
rations may poſſibly be allowed to have ſome 
weight. 

It is remarkable, among other things, that this 
precept reſpecting the particular obſervation of 
the Lord's Day, or Sabbath, was given to our 
firſt parents in a ſtate of perfect innocence, be- 
tore the entrance of fin into the world. Thus 
„the heavens and the earth were finiſhe, ſays 
„e the Jewiſh hiſtorian, and all the hoſt of them. 
And on the ſeventh day Gop ended his work 
** which he had made: and he reſted on the 
« ſeventh day from all his work which he had 
« made. And Gov bleſſed the ſeventh day and 
% ſanctified it: becauſe that in it he had reſtes! 
„ from all his work Which Gop created and 
* made.” Gen. ii. I 3. Upon which alzarn- 
ed and evangelical commentator obſerves, that, 
the commencement of the kingdom of grace be- 
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gan in the ſanctification of the Sabbath. Gon 


reſted in that day, and took a complacency in 
his creatures, and then ſanctified it, and ap- 
pointed us on that Day to reſt, and take a com- 
placency in the Creator: ſo that the ſolemn ob- 
ſervation of one Day in ſeven as a day of holy 
reſt, and holy work, to Gop's honour, is the in- 
diſpenſible duty of all thoſe to whom Gop hath 
revealed his holy Sabbath : that the way of Sab- 
bath ſanctification is the good old way, as ancient 
as the world, Jer. vi. 16. that the Sabbath of the 
Lord is truly honourable, and we have reaſon 
to honour it; honour it for the ſake of its anti- 
quity, its great author, and the ſanctification of 
the firſt Sabbath by the holy Gop himſelf, and 


-in obedience to him by our firſt parents in inno- 


cency : that the Sabbath-day is a bleſſed Day, 
for Gop bleſſed it; and that which he bleſſeth, 
1s bleſſed indeed, Gap hath put an honour upon 
it, hath appointed us on that Day to bleſs him, 
and hath promiſed on that Day to meet us und 
to bleſs us: it is an holy Day for Gop hath 


ſanctified it. He hath ſeparated and diſtinguiſh- 


ed it from the reſt of the days of the week, 0 
he hath conſecrated it to himſelf, and his « 


ſervice and honour. Though it is nal | 


taken for granted, that the Chriſtian Sabbath 
we obſerve, reckoning from the creation, is not 
the ſeventh day, but the firſt day of the week ; 

yet being 4 ſeventh day, and we in it celebrating 
the reſt of Gob the Son, and the finiſhing the 
work of our redemption, we may and ought to 
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act faith upon this original inſtitution of the Sab- 
bath, and to commemorate the work of creation 
to the honour of the great Creator, who is there- 
fore worthy to receive on that Day bleſſing, and 

honour, and praiſe from all religious aſſemblies, 
But again, It is hardly to be ſuppoſed that the 
infinitely wiſe Gop would inſert a precept in the 
mid{t of ſo many laws evidently moral, were ir 
purely ceremonial and typical, and not of moral 
obligation at all; and, what is ſtill more remark - 
able, urge that very precept with more words, 
reaſons, and repetitions than any other: which we 
fin to be literally the caſe with regard to the 
fourth of the ten Commands delivered from 
Mount Sinai. Remember that thou keep holy 
« the Sabbath-Day : ſix days ſhalt thou labour 
and do all that thou haſt to do, but the ſeventh 
„day is the Sabbath of the Lox D thy God: in 
<< jt, thou ſhalt do no manner of work, thou, 
nor thy ſon, nor thy daughter, nor thy man- 
« ſervant, nor thy maid-ſervant, nor thy cattle, 
„nor the ſtranger that is within thy, gates: for 
in {ix days the Lorp made heaven and earth, 
„the ſea and all that in them is, and reſted the 
< ſeventh Day; wherefore the Lorp bleſſed the 
« ſeventh Day and hallowed it” This precept 
is uſhered in with a particular and ftriking - 
memento, and enforced in a very expreſs and 
uncommon manner: and the reaſon that is aſ- 
ſigned for the religious ebſervation of it reſpects 
mankind, not as Jerps and 7/raelites, but as moral 
&eatures, of whatever kindred or nation, tongue 
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er people. Not that we deny the typical intend- 
ment of it, though we cannot but maintain its 
moral obligation: becauſe it was promulged in 
the ſame majeſtig manner, with the ſame voice, 
at the ſame time, and from the ſame place with 
the other nine, which are allowed to be of moral 
obligation. This precept is therefore ſeparated 
from all temporary precepts, typical or ceremo- 


nial, and is diftinguiſhed with thoſe, which in 


their own nature are perpetual and everlaſting. 
Moreover, it hath been obſerved, that when 
the prophet 1/aiah is ſpeaking of thoſe days when 
CnrisT ſhould be revealed, he pronounces a 
blefling upon them who keep the Sabbath from 
polluting it. Ta. Ivi. “ Thus faith the Lonp, 
+ Blefſed is the man that keepeth the Sabbath 
« from polluting it, and keepeth his hand from 
doing any evil, Alſo the ſons of the ſtran- 
e per that join themſelves to the Lok, to 
ſerve him, and to love the name of the Loxy, 
to be his ſervants, every one that keepeth the 
* Sabbath from pelluting it, and taketh hold 
of my ccvenant, even them will I bring to my 
holy Mountain, and make them joyful in my 
„ houſe of prayer. Their burnt-offerings and 
their ſacrifices ſhall be accepted upon mine 
altar.“ And when our bleſſed Lox p himſelf 
is ſpeaking of thoſe days, in which the evange- 
lical diſpenſation was to take place, and entirely 
to ſuperſede the typical and ceremonial cecono- 
my, we find him nevertheleſs mentioning the 
Sabbath, as in Matti. xxiv. 20. where after havy 


ing 


166 

ing foretold the deſtruction of the city and tem- 
ple of Jeruſalem, he ſays to his diſciples, „Pray 
ye that your flight be not in the winter, nei- 
« ther on the Sabbath-day.” Which ſeems to 
intimate that the Lorp Ixsus intended a weekly 
Sabbath ſhould be obſerved in his church after 
the preaching of the goſpel to all the world; 
that the Sabbath 1s ordinarily to be regarded as 
a day of reſt from travel and worldly labour; 
and that it would be very uneaſy and uncom- 
fortable to a good man, to be taken off, by any 
work of neceſſity, from the ſolemn ſervice and 
worſhip of Gop on the Sabbath-day ; that he 
might attend upon the Lord without diſtraction. 
It is however plainly evident, that our bleſſed 
Lord had not been uſed to leſſen the eſteem of 
the fourth Commandment of the two tables, in 
2ny of his conferences with his diſciples, or others, 
from what we find upon record in Luke xxiii. 56. 
where we are told expreſsly, that his moſt inti- 
mate friends and followers who had been pre- 
paring ſpices and ointments for his burial, reſt- 
ed on the Sabbath-day according to the com- 
mandment. Nor would it be difficult to offer 
certain reaſons for ſuppoſing, that, during the 
forty days between his reſurrection and aſcenſion, 
in the which he ſhewed himſelf alive by many 
infallible proofs, and ſpake of the things of the 
kingdom, and gave commandments unto the 
apoſtles whom he had choſen ; that the particular 
obſervation of the Sabbath-day was one of the in- 

tereſt ing ſubjects upon which he ſpake. 
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It ſhould appear therefore, that as moral crea- 
tures, poſſeſſed of a moral nature, and ſubjects 
of the moral government of God, we are bound 
to love, honour, and obey him by an attention to 
every precept he has given us; whether in its 
own nature moral, or carrying with it the force 
and authority of moral obligation : for it ſhould 
be remembered, that every pofitive law of Gop, 
though not moral in its own nature, as ſoon as 
it is revealed, and until it is plainly repeated, is 
of moral obligation : unlefs therefore it can be 
proved, that, what is called the moral law in 
general, or the fourth Command of it in particu- 
lar, is not to be conſidered as a rule of conduct 
and manners under the Chriſtian diſpenſation, fo 
far as is conſiſtent with the liberty wherewith 
CurrsT has made us free, it obliges us to a con- 
ſcientious and pious regard of the Sabbath-day. 


And indeed the very conſideration of our be- 
ing under that diſpenſation, Chriſtians, as well 


as moral creatures, increaſes the obligation that 


Hes upon us thus to obſerve it. And we all 
profeſs to be Chriſtians, however ſadly our cha- 
racter and practice may contradict our profeſſion : 
yet, we call ourſelves Chriſtians. By which, the 
leaſt we can with propriety underſtand, 1s that 
we profeſs to be infinitely indebted to the aſto- 
niſhing, free, and fovereign grace of Gop for the 


- unſpeakable gift of his dearly beloved Son; that 


Cunxisr is the object of our faith, the founda- 
tion of our hope, the center of our happinels 


tion 
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tion in him, and in him alone: becauſe there is 
no ſalvation in any other, neither is there any 
other name given under heaven among men 
whereby we mult be faved. Do we believe this? 
Is this our profeſſion? As Chriſtians it is, How 
then does our obligation to regard this Day, 
which commemorates the triumphs of redeeming 
love, heighten beyond all deſcription and con- 
ception ! Not only are we bound to regard it in 
a very particular manner, as it reminds us of creat- 
ing goodneſs, but more eſpecially as it calls to 
remembrance that, which excites the amazement 
and curioſity of angehe beings, of adoring ſe- 
raphs, the unbounded, the inexpreſſible, the my- 
ſterious love of our incarnate, our triumphant 
Go and Saviour. Love, that induced him to 
lay aſide, or at leaſt conceal for a time, his un- 
created and eſſential glory. Love, that made 
my Gop a man of forrows and acquainted with 
grief. Love, that was ftronger than death itſelf , 

which neither the floods of 2Miction could quench, 
ror the waters of unparalleled ſufferings drown. 


Behold, what manner of love was this | To bring 


vs into exiſtence; to bleſs us, to preſerve us from 
innumerable dangers ; even theſe are things that 
demand a greater tribute of praiſe and gratirude 
than we can ever pay: but when we view the 


vaſt deſigns, the ſufpriſing diſplays, the divine 


effuſion, the omnipotence of love manifeſted in 
the great, great, great work of redemption ; the 
height, the depth, the length, and breadth of that 
bore which fryaſſer knowledge—aſtoniſhment 


muſt 


v ome 


OD vo eb — 


— r —— — . 
PE . on xc eo. Le mt In. 


a — 


1 
muſt ſtrike us dumb; the coldeſt heart that is 
at all affected, muſt feel what is too big for ut- 
terance below; and the wondering, panting ſoul 
muſt relieve itſelf in the delightful proſpect of 
ſpending an eternity in ſongs of gratitude, and 
praiſe, and love. 


— 


— — But O 
Eternity's too ſhort to ſpeak thy praiſe! 

Or fathom thy profound of love to man ! 

My facrifice! my Gop ! What things are theſe! 
How art thou pleas'd, by bounty to diſtreſs? 

To make us groan beneath our gratitude, 

Too big for birth! to favour, and confound ; 
To challenge, and to diſtance, all return! 

Of laviſh love ſtupendous heights to ſoar, 

And leave praiſe panting in the diſtant vale. 


Shall we then call ourſelves Chriſtians, the diſ- 
ciples, the friends, the followers of CuRISrH, and 
not delight in that bleſſed Day, in which we hear 
of the ſuffering, bleeding, dying, and redeem- 
ing love of the precious Lamb of Gop, who came 
to ſeek and to ſave them that were loſt? Shall 
we not rejoice in the returns of that happy time, 
in which his dear redeeming love is the charm- 
ing, the delightful theme; in which it is parti- 


cCularly ſpoken of and proclaimed to a periſhing 


world? Tell me, O my fellow-ſinners, ye who 
know how poor, how miſerable, how blind and 
naked ye are, as fallen, guilty, helpleſs creatures: 
ye, whoſe eyes have been enlightened to ſee the 
evil of fin; whoſe conſciences have been alarm- 
ed with a ſenſe of your danger; whoſe hearzs 


have 


* 
have felt and groaned under the burden, the 
bitterneſs of ſin: ye, who have been convinced 
in the day of Gop's power, that unleſs you are 
intereſted in the ſalvation of CHRIST, better had 
it bren for you never to have been born: tell me, 
ye who know the value, the preciouſneſs of the 
Saviour, ye ranſomed of the Logo, ye that love 
his name; do ye not prize this glorious Day above 
all others? is it not the glory of all days to you? 
do ye not long continually for its return? Me. 
thinks I hear ye ready to cry, with hearts and 
hands and eyes uplifted to Immanver's throne, 


Thou dear Redeemer, dying Lamb, 
We love to hear of thee : 

No muſic like thy charming name, 
Nor half ſo ſweet can be. 


Nay, and even as men, as members of civil ſo- 
ciety, common benevolence to mankind might be 
ſufficient to fhew us from ſad and bitter expe- 
rience how much we are obliged particularly and 
conſcientiouſly to regard the Sabbath-day: more 
eſpecially if we are at all under the influence of 
that love, which is the very eſſenee of the Chriſ- 
tian Religion, and which neceſſarily leads us te 
conſult and: promote the beſt, the fpiritual, the 
everlaſting good- of our fellow-men. Where 1s 
our zeal for Gop and. his glory, for Cuxisr and 
his honour upon earth? where is our compaſſion 
to the immortal ſouls of mankind? where our 
regard for the intereſts of true religion, or our 
generous concern for the public good, while we 
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very Day, the work and buſineſs of which has 
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are devoid of a conſcientious obſervance of that 


the happieſt tendency to promote theſe things? 
In vain therefore do we pretend to be the ſervants 
of the moſt high Gop, the friends and followers 
of a crucified Saviour, and valuable members of 
ſociety, if we are unaffected with the obligations 
that lie upon us to count the Sabbath a Delight, 
the holy of the Lok b, and honourable. But 
we muſt haſten, 


Thirdly, To point out the advantages reſulting 
from a religious obſervation of the Loxp's Day. 


Human nature, it is very well known, is more 
apt to be influenced by advantage, than by duty; 
and we are generally inclined to pay greater at- 
tention to any thing becauſe it will be beneficial, 
than becauſe it is right. Would to God however, 
that this were the conduct of mankind with re- 
ſpect to ſpiritual concerns! But in theſe, fallen 
creatures have no more reaſon, than they have 
grace, till it be given them from above. For it 
may be obſerved, as an undeniable truth, and as a 
cireumſtance which exceedingly aggravates the 
Folly and guilt of mankind, that the great Gop 
hath never enjoined us any thing in his bleſſed 
Word, but what is as much for the real good of 
his ereatures, as for his on glory. So in the 
Text, it is ſaid, „If thou turn away thy foot,” 
Sc. then what then? why then you have done 
no more than it is your bounden duty to do; 
but it is added, 5 
"1% „Then 
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« Then thou ſhalt delight thyſelf in the Lozp.” 

This is the greateſt privilege, the higheſt honour 
and happineſs to which created beings can aſ- 
pire or attain. Angels and archangels know no 
greater joy than this. When the eternal Go p 

would expreſs the approbation, ſatisfaction, and 
joy he felt in the undertaking of ChRIsTH for 
periſhing ſingers, he calls him his Deticur ; 
« Behold my Servant whom 1-uphold, mine 
« elect, in whom my foul delighteth.” And to 
delight in the Loap, is one of the ineſtimable 
bleſſings connected with, and promiſed to, thoſe 
who call his Sabbath a Delight, doing his plea- 
ſure, not their own, following his ways and not 
their own, on his holy Day. And to delight in 
the Lorp implies and includes not only the 
knowledge of his beauty, his excellency, and his 

glory; but the manifeſtation of his love, the poſ- 
ſeſſion of his ſaving grace, and the heart- felt en- 
joyment of his favour, which is better than life 
itſelf. | 


I will cauſe thee to ride upon the high 
< places of the earth.” This is an image fre- 
quently made uſe of in the ſacred writings, and 
is expreſſive of triumph, dignity, and honour. 
It is as if he had ſaid, I will cauſe thee to triumph 
over the heads of all thine enemies. I will be 
with thee, on thy fide, and ſtretch out mine arm 
in thy defence, I will be thy ſhield and buckler. 
For them that honour me, I will honour : they 
mall dwell on high; their place of defence ſhall 
be the munition of rocks: the eternal Gop is 
therr 


10 * 
ws ”» ds, _ — 
— — — — oc wg nn —— — 
* — — 


6329 
theit refuge, and underneath are the everlaſting 
arms ; he rideth upon the heavens in their help; 
he is the ſword of their excellency ; he ſhall thruſt 
out their enemies from before them, and they 
ſhall tread upon their high places. He will ex- 
alt them to great favour and honour, above the 
power of ſin, the malice of Satan, and the fears 


of death. Fear not, ſays he, for I will be with 


thee ; be not diſmayed, for I am thy Gop; I will 
ſtrengthen thee, I will help thee, I will uphold 
thee with the right hand of my righteouſneſs, 
Such honour have all his ſaints. 


« [ will feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy 
<« father.” That is, with all the bleſſings of the 
everlaſting covenant made with him in his ſeed, 
the Lord JESUS CHRISH: With the bread of life, 
with the fountain of living waters, and with all 
the ſpiritual proviſion of Go p's houſe. The 
heavenly manna ſhall drop around their tents: 


they ſhall be made glad with the ſtreams of the 


river of the city of Gop : they ſhall ſit down un- 
der his ſhadow with great delight, and his ſpi- 
ritual fruit ſhall be ſweet unto their taſte, The 
Log is their Shepherd; they ſhall not want: he 
ſhall make them to lie down in the green paſtures 
of his ordinances : he ſhall prepare a table for 
them in the preſence of their enemies: his good- 
neſs and mercy ſhall follow them all their days: 
they -ſhall be abundantly ſatisfied with the fat- 
neſs of his houſe, even of his holy temple. No 
weapon that is formed againſt them ſhall prot 
per, and every tongue that riſeth up in judg- 
ment 
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ment againſt them, they ſhall condemn. This 
is the heritage of the ſervants of the Lory, and 
their righteouſneſs. is of me, ſaith the Logo. 

« For the Mouth of the Loxp hath ſpoken it.” 
This is their ſecurity; the truth, the faithfulneſs, 
the infallible and unchanging word of that Gop, 
with whom is no variableneſs, neither ſhadow of 
turning: whoſe word is, like himſelf, the ſame 
yeſterday, to-day, and for ever; whoſe truth can 
never fail: for hath he ſaid, and ſhall he not do 
it? hath he ſpoken, and ſhall he not perform it ? 
a Gop of truth and without iniquity, juſt and 
right is he; and whoſe faithfulneſs is eſtabliſhed 
for ever in heaven. His mercy is in the hea- 
vens, his faithfulneſs reacheth unto the clouds, 
and his righteouſneſs 1s like the great mountains 
and whatſoever the mouth of the Logp hath ſpo- 
ken, the arm of the Loxp will moſt certainly 
accompliſh and fulkil. | 


'AnDd now, men and brethren, what are the 
chief leſſons of practical improvement which ariſe 
out of the important ſubject under conſideration ? 
The firſt leſſon we may learn from hence is, the 
great fin and evil of profaning the Loxp's Day; 
of not keeping it holy; of not paying a parti- 
cular, ſerious, and conſcientious regard to it 
above all other days. Which is the great ſin 
and evil of thoſe, who make it their buſineſs to 
travel on the Lony's Day, whether for pleaſure, 
convenience, or profit : and of thoſe, who either 
perform any needleſs ſervile work themſelves, or 
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ſet others to do it: in it thou ſhalt do no man- 
ner of work, but what is merciful, charitable, or 
neceſſary, that can interfere with the holy reſt 


of this bleſſed Day. Nor is their fin at all leſs | 


who ſpend. it in idleneſs and feafting : the deſign 
of reſting from our ordinary callings and employ- 
ments is, that we may be engaged. in the ſpiri- 
tual exerciſes of piety, and devotion; ; that we 
may have more leiſure for the worſhip and ſer- 
vice of Gop ; not to entertain and divert our 
friends, except it be with religious fare y not to 
receive and return viſits; not to proſtitute the 
precious moments to diſſipation and amuſement, 
fooliſh talking and jeſting; not to murder our 
time in dreſſing our perſons in order to feed the 
pride and vanity of our own hearts, and to attrac 
the admiration of others: this is to profane the 
Sabbath, the holy of the Lok p. | 
If ſo, how much more do they profane it, who 
entirely neglect and deſpiſe the public worſhip of 
God, upon any worldly, trifling, and ungodly 
pretence! As the Lon bp is honoured by our di- 
ligent and ſerious attendance at his houſe and 
ordinances, ſo he is highly diſhonoured and af- 
fronted by our contempt of them. This is his 
own time, ſet apart for his own purpoſes ; it 
is therefore to be entirely devoted to his pleaſure 
and ways, and not to be divided between Gop 
and ourſelves, What then muſt be the guilt 
and danger of thoſe, who ſpend it in ſin and vice. 
| in rioting 8 and drunkenneſs, 1 in chambering and 
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wantonneſs; in any thing and every thing, but 
in the ſervice and to the honour of Gop ? Is not 
this a moſt wilful and daring contempt of Gop ? 
Is not this to caſt his laws behind our backs, and 
to trample them under our feet? O my fellow 
ſinners, beware, I intreat you, how you preſume 
thus to deſpiſe and provoke the Gop who made 
you, and in whom you live, move, and have your 
being. Is it not better far to ſerve the LORD 
than ſin and Satan? for the wages of ſin is death, 
and the wrath of Gop is revealed againſt all un- 
_ righteouſneſs and ungodlineſs of men. Beware 
therefore, how you ſacrifice that precious time, 
which ſhould be devoted to Gop, and to your 
ſouls eternal intereſts, to the ſervice of your luſts, 
leſt they ſhould drown you at laſt in deſtruc- 
tion and perdition. To profane the Sabbath is 
an offence of an high nature, of complicared 
guilt; it is pouring contempt upon the glorious 
Go, and bidding him defiance. The Loxp help 
you then to lay it ſeriouſly to heart; to lament 
your paſt folly, guilt, and ſhame; to turn unto 
the Loxp with weeping, faſting, and prayer; 
that, inſtead of deſpiſing his holy Day, neglect- 
ing his ordinances, and bringing his curſe upon 
your heads, and damnation upon your immor- 
tal ſouls; you may count the Sabbath a delight, 
and honourable, and honour that Gop who hath 
ſanctified it, by not doing your own pleaſure 
and ways, but the Lokp's. 
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Another leſſon which we are taught by what 
hath been delivered upon the ſubject in hand 
is, how great and precious the privileges of real 
Chriſtians are; of ſuch as worſhip Gov in ſpirit 
and in truth. They are intereſted in all the pro- 
miſes of God, and entitled to all the bleſſings of 
grace and glory. Their fins are pardoned their 
perſons are juſtified ; their ſervices are accepted; 
they are adopted into the family of Gov, the 
houſhold of faith; they ſhall dwell on high; the 
rock of ages is their defence; and they ſhall 
be kept by the mighty power of Gop through 
faith unto ſalvation, 

Are not theſe defirable things? more to be 
defired than gold, yea than much fine gold? 
much to be preferred to all the vanities of time 
and ſenſe, the empty pleaſures, the idle joys that 
this world can poſſibly afford? Do not you wiſh, 
and long to poſl-is and enjoy them, to know 
what it is to call the Sabbath a delight, &c. Pray 
then to the Father of mercies, and the Gop of 
all grace, to ſhew you the ſinfulneſs of fin and 
the miſery of your fallen ſtate. by nature; to 
make you ſenſibly acquainted with your periſh- 
ing need of Cnr1sT, and the exceeding pre- 
cCĩouſneſs of his great ſalvation; to wean you from 
the love of this preſent evil world; to diſcover 
to you the danger of its ſeducing mates and baits; 
to create in you a clean heart "and to renew i 
Fight ſpirit within hd z and to give you the 


know- 
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knowledge of the remiſſion of your fins through 
the tender mercy of our Cop, and the redemp- 
tion that is in the blood of the Lamb. Then 
ſhalt thou delight thyſelf in the Logo, and ſhalt 
call his Sabbath a Delight, the holy of the Logo, 
honourable, and {halt honour him. 

Hence likewiſe you may Izarn what is one 
part of the diſtinguiſhing character and con- 
duct of the true Iſrael of Gon, his peculiar peo- 
ple; whom he hath formed for himſelf, to ſhew 
forth his praiſe: they are ſuch as really do count 
the Sabbath a Delight, the holy of the Loxp, 
and honourable; ſuch as do honour him by 
not ſpeaking their own words, doing their own 
pleaſures, or following their own ways. This is 
the laſt leſſon I have to offer by way of prac- 
tical inference from the Text: and this you will 
ealily perceive more immediately reſpects thoſe, 
to whoſe ſpecial notice and attention I think my- 
ſelf ſufficiently authoriſed to recommend the So- 
ciety now uniting for the pious and laudable pur- 
poſe of ſuppreſſing the profanation of the Lory's 
Day; ſo awfully common in this great City, to 
the diſgrace of the religion and policy of this 
nation. The character of the perſons who are 
already engaged in this work, will be found 
upon the ſtricteſt enquiry, we hope, religious; 
their motives upright, aad their alm beneficial, 
both to the comfort of civil Society, and to the 
beſt intereſts oft mankind. We hope we may ven- 
ture to aſſert, that in the preſent undertaking, 
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they have the glory of Gop, the honour of the 
Redeemer, and the chief good of their fellow-ſin- 
ners at heart. For theſe reaſons we are perſuaded, 

that however they may be diſregarded by thoſe 
who are the appointed guardians of our laws, and 
adminiſtrators of civil juſtice ; they will not be 
deſtitute of the encouragement of fuch as profeſs 
to love God and to ſerve him, to rejoice in CRisr 
Tzsvs, as their only hope and glory, and to feel 
that ſpirit of univerſal benevolence, with which 


true religion never fails to inſpire the ſoul of its 
poſſeſſor. 


Far be it from me to ſuppoſe there are any 
here preſent, who are not ready in heart and hand 
to every good word and work. Upon this pre- 
ſumption therefore, give me leave to ſtir up your 
pure minds, by reciting to you the ſeveral me- 
thods in which it becomes us, as Chriſtians and 
Members of ſociety, to promote this infant un- 
dertaking. Firſt, By our example: by illuſtrat- 
ing in our own practice and conduct, how and 
in what manner the holy Day of the Lord ought 
to be regarded and ſanctified: by reſting from all 
the actions of common life, beſides thoſe of ne- 
ceſſity and mercy, and by dedicating it entirely 
to religion and devotion; by repairing ourſelves 
to the public aſſemblies of Gop's worſhipping 
people, and by uſing our authority and influence 
with others to do ſo too; by hearing the word 
of the Loxp read and preached ; by uniting in 
the ſupplications, prayers, and praiſes of the faith- 


ful; 
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ful; and by celebrating the 3 of the Lon p: 
thus proving to all around us that we count the 
| Sabbath a Delight, che holy of the Lord, and 
henourable. Secondly; By our zealous and active 
endeavours, as Members of this Society, to ſup- 
preſs, a growing evil, which greatly increaſes 
amongſt us, to the diſhonour of Gop,; and un- 
ſpeakable injury of the public good. Thirdly, 
By lending our aſſiſtance by ſuch contributions 
as our ſeveral abilities will permit; towards de- 
fraying the neceſſary expences for conducting the 
preſent buſineſs : and if our circumſtances or ſitu- 
ation will not admit of either of theſe methods 
of proving our zeal for the divine honour, let 
our prayers to Gop for thoſe who are more im- 
mediately engaged in this arduous work, prove 
the ſincerity of our love to him and them. Let 
us intreat him to cloathe them with humility, and 
to inſpire them with courage, perſeverance, and 
godly ſincerity z; to ſmile upon their pious at- 
tempts, and to crown them with abundant ſuc- 
ceſs : that this nation may become a name and 
a praiſe in all the earth—that the Loxp may ſer 
up his Tabernacle in the midſt of us—and that 
the inhabitants thereof may turn away their feet 


from the Sabbath, from doing their pleaſure 


on his holy Day, and call the Sabbath a Delight, 
the holy of the Load, honourable; and honour 
him, not doing their own ways, nor finding 
their own pleaſure, nor ſpeaking their own words : 
for then ſhall we delight ourſelves in the Lorp, 
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and he will cauſe us to ride upon the high 
places of the earth, and feed us with the heri- 
tage of the ſervants of the Lorp : for the mouth 
of the Lorp hath ſpoken it. Unto whom, Fa- 
ther, Son, and Spirit, three co-equal perſons in 
one divine eſſence, be aſcribed the kingdom, power, 
and glory for ever and for ever. Amen. 
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A BRIEF 


ACCOUNT, &c. 


Number of Tradeſmen and others, who were 
much concerned to ſee the Laws of Gop and 

this Nation moſt irreligiouſly and contemptuouſly 
violated, by perſons exerciſing their ordinary trades 
and callings on the Loxp's Day; and conceiving 
that theſe evils might be remedied, both for the 
benefit of the induſtrious Poor, and greatly to 
the reputation and honour of a country profeſ- 
ſing Chriſtianity; about Micbhaelmas, 1775, form- 
ed themſelves into a Society, in order to put into 
execution the ſeveral Statutes “ now in force, for 
the due obſervation of the Loxp's Dar ; parti- 
cularly an Act made in the Twenty-ninth Year 
of the Reign of King CaaRrLes the Second . 
This 

By an Act paſſed in the Third Year of the Reign of 
King CHARLES the Firſt, it is declared, That if any Butcher 
by himſelf, or any other for him, by his privity or conſent, 
ſhall Kill or Sell any ViRual upon the Loxp's Day, that 


then every ſuch Butcher fhall Forfeit and Loſe, for every 
ſuch Offence, the Sum of Six Shillings and Eightpence, 


+ It is declared by this Act, That no Tradeſman, Artificer, 
Workman, Labourer, or other Perſon whatſoever, ſhall do 
or exerciſe any worldly Labour, Bufineſs or Work of their 
Ordinary Callings, upon the Los »'s Day, or any Part thereof 
Works of Neceſſity and Charity excepted.) And that every 

Perſon, 
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This Society is called, and known by the 
Name of The Socixry for Preventing the Prefa- 
& nation of the SABBATH,” which meets at the 


Society-Houſe, Ne 15, Caſtle-ſtreet, Leiceſter fields, 
andat Havypen's School- Houle, in Mermaid-court, 
High-ſtreet, in the Borough, every Monday even- 
ing; and at Coachmakers - Hall, in Noble-ſtreet, 
every Tueſday evening; to proceed on buſineſs, 
at Five o'clock ; and is conducted in the follow- 
ing manner : namely, 


A Preſident is chofen by a majority of the 
Members preſent, at a meeting appointed for 
that purpoſe, who continues his office for Three 

Months, 


Perſon, being of the Age of Fourteen Years or upwards, 
offending in the premiſes, ſhall, for every ſuch Offence, 
forfeit the Sum of Five Shillings; and that no Perſon or 
Perſons whatſoever, ſhall publicly cry, ſhew forth, or expoſe 
to Sale, any Wares, Merchandizes, Fruit, Herbs, Goods or 
Chaitels whatſoever, upon the Lord's Day, or any Part 
thereof, upon pain that every Perſon, ſo offending, ſhall 
forfeit the ſame Goods fo cried, or ſhewn forth, or expoſed 
to Sale. It is further enacted, That no Drover, Horſe- 
Courſer, Waggoner, Butcher, Higler, their or any of their 
Servants, ſhall. travel or come into his or their Inn or Lodg- 
ing upon the Lonxp's Day, or any Part thereof, upon pain 
that each and every ſuch Offender ſhall forfeit Twenty Shil- 
lings for every ſuch Offence; and that no Perſon or Perfons 
ſhall uſe, employ or travel upon the Lox v's Day, with any 
Boat, Wherry, Lighter or Barge, except it be upon Extra- 
ordinary Occaſions, to be allowed by ſome Juſtice of the 
Peace of the County, or Head-Officer, or ſome Juſtice of 
the Peace of the City, Borough or Town Corporate, where 
the Fact ſhall be committed, upon pain that every Perſon ſo 


offending ſhall forfeit and loſe the Sum of Five Shillings for 
. ſuch Offence, 
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Months; at the expiration of which, a new Pre- 
ſident is choſen, for the enſuing Three Months. 
The Preſident opens the meetings with prayer; 
propoſes all matters to be conſidered by the So- 
ciety; maintains good order, and appoints ſome 
other Member to conclude with prayer. 


Every perſon who is deſirous of becoming a 
Member, is propoſed by one of the Society, the 
General Meeting Night preceding his Admiſſion. 
No perſon is choſen a Member, unleſs preſent to 
anſwer ſuch queſtions as the Preſident, or others, 
may think proper to aſk, 


At every Weekly Meeting, the Preſident no- 
minates as many Members as the Society ſhall 
judge ſufficient (to be taken as their names ſtand 
on the liſt) to attend the ſucceeding Sunday morn- 
ing, by Eight o'clock, or ſooner, if neceſſary, in 


order to proceed to ſuch places as may appear 
needful. 


The perſons ſo appointed, at the next meet- 
ing of the Society, lay before the Members, 
for their conſideration, ſuch offences as come 
within their cognizance, that ſuch offenders may 
be proceeded againſt as the Law directs. 


The Preſident appoints a Monthly Committee, 
who attend every Meeting Night, at the preciſe 
time appointed, conſiſting of Six perſons at leaſt, 


A Treaſurer is appointed by the Society an- 
nually, 


The 
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The expences attending this undertaking are 

defrayed by Subſcriptions, together with the 
Quarterly Payments of the Members, 


1 Any perſon or perſons who are deſirous to en- 
1 courage this laudable undertaking, may be more 
; | | particularly acquainted with the Proceedings of 
| F the Society, by attending, with one of the Mem- 
1 bers, any Monday or Tueſday evenings at the 
Society-Houſes before mentioned; where books 
are kept, and all matters, relative to this buſi- 
neſs, are entered. | 


N. B. As there are many perſons who would wil- 
IF lingly become Members of this Society, to 
1 aſſiſt in promoting the beneficial ends in- 
is | rended thereby, but who, for various reaſons, 
| cannot attend on the Sabbath; therefore, to 
1 accommodate ſuch, the Society is divided 

bi into two claſſes, aing and /itting Members; 
7 the latter of whom are required to be pre- 
ſent only at the General Weekly Meetings, 
to give their advice in ſuch matters as may 
| be laid beſore the Society; and the former, 
15 in conſideration of their trouble and uſeful- 
vl | neſs, are exempted from ſubſcribing (unleſs 
3 voluntarily) to defray the expences of the 
C |. Society. 
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SuBSCRIPTIONS taken in at the following Places. 


Mr Wool asTox, Diſtiller, Holborn-bridge. 

Mr PARKER, Glaſs Manufactory, Fleet. ſtreet. 

Mr Wurralpon, Silk-Mercer, Hollywell-ftreet, 
Strand. 

Mr Husszv, China-Man, Coventry: frees, Hay- 
market.. 


MrHopcxinson, Linen-Driper, New Bond. Ie . 
Mefirs VatLance and SluMons, Bookſellers, 
Cheapfide, 


— 4 4 
— — 
—— 


4 
7 
| 4 
TY 
| 
| 
vs 
11 [| 
i * 
10 
C : 101 
11 
Tr 
Tl it 
© I; 
\ | 
Wh 
. 
At 
* 0 
5 1 & 
= 
i 0 
1 


* 

4 
i : 
: i 
2 ! 
1161 
1 
21S; 


© 4 9 3 ww» wu 


ju _ . p 
3 * * — - 
1 1 
T 4 — 
. P " 14 A 2 4 
£ 5 * - « 4 — En "4 * . & * a 
- 
' | 
. : 
* hon, * 9 — 
, (nat go. + em : * "ol „ „ ANY, | * 4 
4 P — 45 


0 Je 


i Doy is Put, 


- i 4 > „ * ' - 
% » 


* 
wo 


SERMONS upon © the 811 SLM, 


2 vol. 8 vo. Price 6 3. 


By the Rev, C. DE COET LOGON, M. A. 
Sold by Laws, Scans; Kxirn, Maruzws, 
VALLANCE and SIMMONS, 
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